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John 13:1-17, 31b-35 RSV 

Now before the feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of 

this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 

end.  And during supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, 

Simon’s son, to betray him, Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, 

and that he had come from God and was going to God,  rose from supper, laid aside his 

garments, and girded himself with a towel. Then he poured water into a basin, and began to 

wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which he was girded.  He came to 

Simon Peter; and Peter said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” Jesus answered him, “What I 

am doing you do not know now, but afterward you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You 

shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no part in 

me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!”  Jesus 

said to him, “He who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but he is clean all 

over; and you are clean, but not every one of you.”  For he knew who was to betray him; that was 

why he said, “You are not all clean.” 

 When he had washed their feet, and taken his garments, and resumed his place, he said to 

them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, 

for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 

another’s feet.  For I have given you an example, that you also should do as I have done to 

you.  Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent 

greater than he who sent him.  If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. . . .  

Jesus said, “Now is the Son of man glorified, and in him God is glorified;  if God is glorified in 

him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. Little children, yet a little while I 

am with you. You will seek me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going 

you cannot come.’  A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; even as I 

have loved you, that you also love one another.  By this all men will know that you are my 

disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

For Reflection and Prayer: 

Was there a word, a phrase, image, or feeling that ‘shimmered’ as you listened? Allow it to land 

in your heart. Stay with it. Savor it. 

Reflect on what you heard. What effect does it have on you? What meaning does it hold for 

you? What does the Holy Spirit seem to be conveying to you? Talk it over in your prayer.  

 

Perhaps you want to draw or color your prayer or journal the conversation.  

As the time of prayer comes to a close, share some moments of quiet with Jesus, simply resting 

safely in his presence. 
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John 13:1-17, 31b-35 The Message 

Just before the Passover Feast, Jesus knew that the time had come to leave this world to go to 

the Father. Having loved his dear companions, he continued to love them right to the end. It 

was suppertime. The Devil by now had Judas, son of Simon the Iscariot, firmly in his grip, all set 

for the betrayal. 

 Jesus knew that the Father had put him in complete charge of everything, that he came from 

God and was on his way back to God. So he got up from the supper table, set aside his robe, 

and put on an apron. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the feet of the 

disciples, drying them with his apron. When he got to Simon Peter, Peter said, 

“Master, you wash my feet?” 

 Jesus answered, “You don’t understand now what I’m doing, but it will be clear enough to you 

later.” 

Peter persisted, “You’re not going to wash my feet—ever!” 

Jesus said, “If I don’t wash you, you can’t be part of what I’m doing.” 

“Master!” said Peter. “Not only my feet, then. Wash my hands! Wash my head!” 

 Jesus said, “If you’ve had a bath in the morning, you only need your feet washed now and 

you’re clean from head to toe. My concern, you understand, is holiness, not hygiene. So now 

you’re clean. But not every one of you.” (He knew who was betraying him. That’s why he said, 

“Not every one of you.”) After he had finished washing their feet, he took his robe, put it back 

on, and went back to his place at the table. 

 Then he said, “Do you understand what I have done to you? You address me as ‘Teacher’ and 

‘Master,’ and rightly so. That is what I am. So if I, the Master and Teacher, washed your feet, you 

must now wash each other’s feet. I’ve laid down a pattern for you. What I’ve done, you do. I’m 

only pointing out the obvious. A servant is not ranked above his master; an employee doesn’t 

give orders to the employer. If you understand what I’m telling you, act like it—and live a 

blessed life.  . . .  

 

Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is seen for who he is, and God seen for who he is in him. The 

moment God is seen in him, God’s glory will be on display. In glorifying him, he himself is 

glorified—glory all around! 

 “Children, I am with you for only a short time longer. You are going to look high and low for me. 

But just as I told the Jews, I’m telling you: ‘Where I go, you are not able to come.’ 

 “Let me give you a new command: Love one another. In the same way I loved you, you love one 

another. This is how everyone will recognize that you are my disciples—when they see the love 

you have for each other.” 

 


